Randall Studstill

LIBR 294 – 03

Fall ‘07

An Analysis of the Asian Religions Collection, SJSU Library

· Introductory Remarks
· Methods and Defining Quantitative Norms
· Evaluation
· APPENDIX A: SJSU Courses with Content in Asian Religions
· APPENDIX B: A Selective List of Recommended Texts for the Asian Religions Collection
· APPENDIX C: Selection Resources in Asian Religions
· APPENDIX D: An Overview of Collection Analysis Approaches and Methods
· References
Introductory Remarks
This document is a collection assessment of the Asian religions collection of the San José State University Library. Its purpose is to describe a few, key characteristics of the current collection and identify some of the collection’s strengths and/or weaknesses. It focuses on print monographs, and excludes (for the most part) e-books and periodicals. The primary questions guiding this analysis are: Does the collection as a whole have sufficient titles to support SJSU’s courses in Asian religions and its program in Comparative Religious Studies? Are individual traditions adequately represented? Does the collection include the best titles in the field?

Library collections are typically evaluated in relation to patron needs. A strong collection meets the information needs of its users. In public libraries, patron need or interest is often assessed based on circulation statistics. In academic libraries need is typically determined in relation to course offerings and degrees awarded. Within a subject area, the number of courses offered, the scope of those courses, and the level of those courses (lower division, upper division, and graduate) suggests a corresponding level of patron need. Collection development policies may establish a goal level (GL) for a collection that specifies collection attributes sufficient to meet the information needs of users. One way to evaluate a collection, then, is to ask: does the current level (CL) of the collection match GL attributes? In theory, this is the same as asking: is the current collection adequate to meet the needs of its users?

The Asian religions collection at SJSU supports the research needs of students taking surveys of Asian religions, thematic courses that might include content having to do with Asian religions, and/or courses focusing on a specific Asian religion (Buddhism) or geographical area (East Asia religions) (see Appendix A). Asian religions that are included within the scope of these courses include Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Shinto, Chinese philosophical schools, and East Asian folk religions. For the most part, these courses are offered through the Comparative Religious Studies Program (CRSP), though a few courses in other disciplines (e.g., Anthropology, Philosophy) include some coverage of Asian religions. SJSU does not offer baccalaureate or graduate degrees in religious studies or Asian religions, though presumably the religious studies major might focus on Asian religions. SJSU awards a minor in Asian Studies. Depending on student interest, Asian religions might form an important part of this minor.

As specified in the SJSU Collection Development Policy for the Humanities Department, the collection level for materials in Asian religions is C2 (Initial Study Level). This collection level is equivalent to the collection’s goal level (GL). As explained in the policy, a C2 collection has

Resources adequate for imparting and maintaining knowledge about the primary topics of a subject area that include:

· A high percentage of the most important literature or core works in the field

· An extensive collection of general monographs and reference works

· An extensive collection of general periodicals and a representative collection of specialized periodicals and indexes/abstracts

· Other than those in the primary collection language, materials are limited to learning materials for non-native speakers and representative well-known authors in the original language, primarily for language education

· Defined access to appropriate electronic resources (San Jose State University, n.d., Appendix A)

As noted in the policy, “This collection [level] supports undergraduate courses, as well as the independent study needs of the lifelong learner” (San Jose State University, n.d., Appendix A). A C2 collection corresponds with the needs (and potential needs) of students taking courses in Asian religions and/or majoring in Comparative Religious Studies. In part, collection strength is a function of the distance between CL and the C2 criteria that define the GL of the Asian religions collection.

Methods and Defining Quantitative Norms

SJSU’s Collection Development Policy for the Humanities Program describes in general terms the characteristics of a C2 collection. Comparing CL with GL, however, is facilitated by quantitative norms or standards. To my knowledge, there are no quantitative standards for collections in Asian religions. However, the WLN Conspectus Method does specify quantitative norms that can be adapted to an Asian religions collection. According to WLN standards, a subject division collection at a 3b collection level (a 3b level is more or less equivalent to SJSU’s C2 level) should have more than 12,000 monographs. Since the Conspectus Method groups religion and philosophy together in a single subject division, we may estimate that a 3b Religious Studies collection should ideally have more than 6,000 monographs.

Excluding language courses, there are a total of 37 courses offered through SJSU’s Comparative Religious Studies Program. Only six of these (see Appendix A), or 16%, are explicitly about Asian religions. There are 18 courses (49% of total courses offered) with content likely to include some study of Asian religions. With respect to these 18 courses, we would expect the percentage of content having to do with Asian religions to vary considerably. Some would barely touch upon Asian religions while others would include substantial content in Asian religions. I estimate an average percentage of Asian religions content for these eighteen courses at a third. Using 6,000 titles as a norm, the following formula provides a rough approximation of the GL for the SJSU Library’s Asian religions collection of monographs:

16% x 6,000 + 49% x 6,000
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Based on this formula, the GL for the Asian religions collection (at the C2 level) should have more than 1,940 monographs.

The WLN Prospectus Method includes another useful quantitative norm that helps specify the collection’s GL. The WLN Prospectus Method sets the percentage of titles listed in “major, standard subject bibliographies” included in a 3b collection at 30-40% (Francis Willson Thompson Library, 1999, Technical report). The SJSU Collection Development Policy merely specifies that a C2 collection have “A high percentage of the most important literature or core works in the field” (San Jose State University, n.d., Appendix A). For the purposes of this analysis, I assume that 30-40% of the total titles listed in RCL and recent issues of Choice is equivalent to a “high” percentage.

To sum up, the GL of the Asian religions collection is 1,941+ monographs with 30-40% of titles listed in RCL and recent issues of Choice included in the collection.

The Current Level of the Collection

The following LC classifications comprise the Asian religions collection:

BL 1000 – BL 1060

Asian religions (general and regional works)


BL 1100 – BL 1295

Hinduism 

BL 1300 – BL 1380

Jainism

BL 1750 – BL 2240

Religions of China, India, Japan, Korea





(including Confucianism, Taoism, Sikhism,

Shinto)

BQ



Buddhism

The total number of titles (including print monographs and reference books) in the SJSU Library that fall within these classification ranges is 1,896.

A report (11/8/07) generated by Technical Services at the SJSU Library includes these additional statistics:

	Subject Area
	LC Classification
	Number of Titles

	Hinduism*
	BL1100-1295; BL2000-2032
	551

	Hinduism (sacred books)
	BL1111-1143.2
	143

	Jainism
	BL1300-1380
	13

	Jainism (sacred books)
	BL1310-1314.2
	2

	Sikhism
	BL2017-2018.7
	40

	East Asia
	BL1790-1942.85; BL2195-2240
	437

	China
	BL1790-1975
	238

	Japan
	BL2195-2228
	204

	Korea
	BL2230-2240
	9

	Confucianism
	BL1830-1883
	43

	Taoism
	BL1899-1942.85
	113

	Shinto
	BL2216-2227.8
	125

	Buddhism
	BQ12-9800
	779

	Buddhism (sacred books)
	BQ1100-3340
	151


Using data from this table, the chart below graphically illustrates the relative number of titles covering specific Asian religious traditions:
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*In this chart, “Hinduism” includes general works on Indian religions. These works focus primarily on Hinduism.

The Asian religions collection was compared against the titles listed in Resources for College Libraries 2007, Outstanding Academic Titles from Choice for the years 2004,
 2005, and 2006, and Choice reviews of titles in Asian religions and Asian philosophy found in the August, September, October and November ‘07 issues.
 Reference sources were excluded from this comparison. The total number of titles from these sources was 236. The SJSU Library has 141 of these titles, or 60% of the total number of titles recommended for college libraries in the area of Asian religions.

Evaluation

A comparison of GL with the CL of the collection as indicated by these statistics indicates that the Asian religions collection is quite strong. The Asian religions collection has a total of 1,896 titles, which is close to the minimum 1,941 titles for a C2 collection. This is true even if we take into account that the SJSU Library inventory statistics include reference materials and are therefore somewhat inflated relative to the WLN Prospectus standards for monograph collections. 

If we conservatively estimate that the Asian religions monograph collection is approximately 1,800 titles, the collection nevertheless meets the C2 collection level since:

· The collection includes a much higher percentage of titles from core subject bibliographies (60%) compared to the C2 collection level’s 30-40%. This relatively elevated percentage of high-quality titles compensates for a total title count slightly lower than the C2 standard.

· The total title count for the SJSU Asian religions collection does not take into account books and ebooks available through the San Jose Public Library and books accessible from other libraries via Link+.

The statistical data suggests additional, tentative observations. In some ways, the distribution of titles across traditions is consistent with the needs of SJSU students and the CRSP; in other ways it indicates the need to strengthen certain areas of the collection. As the chart above illustrates, Buddhism has by far the greatest number of titles. This emphasis matches the CRSP curriculum in the sense that the only SJSU religious studies course focusing on a single Asian religion is RelS 142 (“Contemporary Buddhism and Its Roots”). Every other course concerning Asian religions surveys multiple traditions. The requirements of these survey courses point to areas that may need strengthening. For example, RelS 143 (“Spiritual Traditions of India”) suggests the need for additional resources in Jainism and Sikhism. RelS 144 (“Chinese Traditions”) may benefit from stronger resources in Confucianism.

The data shows that both Hinduism and Buddhism have strong collections of primary source materials. Jainism, however, has only two titles in the sacred books category. 

This seems to be a striking weakness in the collection, until we consider that a Melvyl subject search for “Jainism sacred books” limited to English retrieved only 20 titles (and some of these were duplications). In other words, it appears that there is simply a limited number of English translations of Jain sacred texts. The same seems to be true with respect to English translations of sacred books in East Asian religious traditions. The table above does not include any information about East Asian sacred books in the SJSU Library collection. (These are subsumed within the broader categories of Confucianism, etc.) If we search the SJSU Library OPAC for “Confucianism sacred books,” “Taoism sacred books,” etc., (again, limited to English) we retrieve few results. If we perform the same searches in Melvyl (a catalog that encompasses the entire collections of the UC libraries) we retrieve significantly more items, but the results nevertheless remain surprisingly limited. When these results are juxtaposed, SJSU resources appear adequate, considering the fact that the UC campuses are advanced research institutions offering doctoral degrees in fields related to Asian religions and religious studies. Regarding collection strength with respect to primary sources, we may also note the increasing number of texts available on the web via sites such as “Sacred Text Archive” and listed on the SJSU Library Religious Studies web page. These points notwithstanding, future acquisition efforts should include translations of sacred texts in Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, and Taoism.

As noted above, list-checking data provides strong evidence for the overall strength of the collection; the collection contains a high percentage of recommended titles in Asian religions. List-checking also suggests monograph titles that might be considered possible candidates for acquisition. See Appendix B for a list of these titles.

In sum, the data indicates that the SJSU Library Asian religions collection meets its C2 goal level and is therefore adequate to meet the needs of SJSU’s students and the needs of the Comparative Religious Studies Program. The Appendices below provide additional data that may support future collection development efforts in the area of Asian religions.
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APPENDIX A

SJSU Courses with Content in Asian Religions

Courses in Asian religions:

RelS 70B Eastern Religions

Hindu, Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist and other Asian traditions from ancient beginnings to present expressions. Structure and dynamics manifest in sacred texts, institutions, rituals, central figures and movements. Emphasis on living religions and their traditional roots.

RelS 143 Spiritual Traditions of India 

History, scriptures, practices, and contemporary movements of the Hindu, Jain, Sikh, and Islamic traditions of India. From Vedic gods and goddesses to Sufi masters. From Guru Nanak to Mahatma Gandhi. Religious art, music, meditation, pilgrimage, and philosophy. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 104 Philosophies of Asia

Philosophical examination of Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism and some other significant movements of thought originated in Asia. Comparison with Western philosophy. Prerequisite: Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required.

RelS 114 Legacy of Asia 

Interdisciplinary focus on continuity and change in China and India as these ancient civilizations responded to challenges throughout their history. Prerequisite: Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required.

RelS 142 Contemporary Buddhism and Its Roots

Teachings of Gautama, the Buddha and ways in which those teachings were modified in forms of Buddhism that followed: Therevada in southeast Asia and Mahayana in east Asia. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 144 Chinese Traditions

Religious thought and practice of China's three Great Traditions (Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism) as well as China's Little Tradition (Chinese folk religion). The role of these traditions within traditional Chinese culture and their relevance to the modern world, including China. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

Courses with possible content in Asian religions:

RelS 99 Death, Dying and Religion

Religious perspectives on the process of death, particularly as experienced by the terminally ill, from the view of literature, scripture, psychology, theology and community persons counseling the terminally ill.

RelS 101 Introduction to the Study of Religion

Introduction to the approaches of various disciplines (sociology, psychology, theology, philosophy, textual criticism, etc.) to the study of religion. Experience in using these approaches to understand religious theory, practices and organizations. Prerequisite: Upper division standing.

RelS 109 Philosophy of Religion

Philosophical issues regarding the existence of a supreme being, evil, mysticism, miracles, reincarnation, faith, the possibility of enlightenment, and the connection between religion and morality. Prerequisite: 3 units of philosophy or upper division standing.

RelS 121 Music and Religious Experience

The relationship between music and religion, including sacred music, chant traditions, and/or religious themes in popular music. The use of music in ritual, trance, and mystical experience. Prerequisite: Upper division standing.

RelS 122 Magic, Science, and Religion 

Exploring the ways in which people have attempted to gain mastery over the natural and supernatural worlds beginning with prehistoric times and concluding with modern day society and the contemporary world. Prerequisite: Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required.

RelS 123 Body, Mind and Spirit 

Approaches to body, mind and spirit in world religions and cultures. Physical evolution of the body, cultural evolution and products of the human mind and evolutionary transcendence of spirit. Explorations of the interface of these three models of experience. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 124 Literature and Religious Experience 

How authors and poets represent spiritual ideals and human dilemmas in a variety of literary genres such as the epic, the novel, the essay, love poetry and the haiku; and writers such as Plato, Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Thomas Merton, Shakespeare, Basho, Hanshan, Rumi and Sufi poets, Kabir, Indian Virashaiva poets, and authors of The Book of Odes and The Mahabharata. Course is repeatable as readings and themes change. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 130 Psychology and Religious Experience

Interdisciplinary approaches to religious experiences (e.g., mysticism, conversion, confession, etc.) in writings of psychologists such as Sigmund Freud, William James, Carl Jung and Abraham Maslow. Special attention given to interface of consciousness, transconsciousness and the unconscious (dreams). Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 131 Gender, Sexuality, and Religion

Women's roles and gendered categories within diverse religions. Feminist critiques, reforms, and creations of religious institutions. The political and feminist dimensions of women's religious experience. Understanding the roles of sexuality in religion. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 148 Religion and Anthropology 

Comparative anthropological study of religious systems and world views; Anthropological theories concerning origin and evolution of religion; structure and function of ritual and myth; types of religious specialists. Prerequisite: ANTH 11, ANTH 25 or instructor consent.

RelS 161 Mysticism

Comparative analysis of mystical experience, emphasizing the writings and creative works of the mystics themselves. Perspectives include comparative religions, theology, psychology, anthropology, philosophy, music and literature. Focus on ultimate transformation of self and the world. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 162 Religion and Political Controversy

Contemporary problems (e.g., ecology, abortion, war, gender, sexuality and race) as interpreted by a diverse range of American ethno-religious groups. Prerequisite: Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required.

RelS 165 Religion and the Environment

Traditional and contemporary religious views of the environment; especially the relationships among 1. the divine, sacred or spirit, 2. humans, and 3. nature; science and religion; environmental ethics; ecofeminism; deep ecology; process philosophy. Prerequisite: Upper division standing or instructor consent.

RelS 191 Religion in America

History of social and intellectual influence of religious groups, stressing their African-, Asian-, European-, Latin- and Native-American roots. Highlights contact between groups, immigration, religious diversity and syncretism. Prerequisite: Completion of core GE, satisfaction of Writing Skills Test and upper division standing. For students who begin continuous enrollment at a CCC or a CSU in Fall 2005 or later, completion of, or corequisite in a 100W course is required.

RelS 180 Individual Studies

RelS 184 Directed Reading 

RelS 194 Critical Issues/Authors in Comparative Religion

RelS 195 Senior Seminar in Religious Studies
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APPENDIX B

A Selective List of Recommended Texts for the Asian Religions Collection

Hinduism

Asceticism and Eroticism in the Mythology of Śiva
by Wendy Doniger

London, New York, Oxford University Press, 1973

An Introduction to Hinduism

by Gavin D Flood

New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1996

The Tantric Body: The Secret Tradition of Hindu Religion

by Gavin D Flood

London; New York: I.B. Tauris; New York: Distributed in the U.S. by Palgrave Macmillan, 2006

The Divine Consort: Rādhā and the Goddesses of India

by John Stratton Hawley; Donna Marie Wulff

Berkeley, CA: Berkeley Religious Studies Series, 1982

The Hindu Nationalist Movement in India 

by Christophe Jaffrelot

New York: Columbia University Press, 1996

A Survey of Hinduism

by Klaus K Klostermaier

Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1989

Purāṇic Encyclopaedia: A Comprehensive Dictionary with Special Reference to the Epic and Purāṇic Literature

by Vettam Mani

Delhi Banarsidass,1979

The Aśrama System: The History and Hermeneutics of a Religious Institution

by Patrick Olivelle

New York; Oxford: Oxford university Press, 1993

The Dharmasūtras: The Law Codes of Ancient India

by Patrick Olivelle

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999

The Law Code of Manu

by Manu, (Lawgiver); Patrick Olivelle

Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2004

Upanisads

by Patrick Olivelle

Oxford: Oxford Paperbacks, 1998

Women's Lives, Women's Rituals in the Hindu Tradition 

by Tracy Pintchman

New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007

Hare Krishna Transformed

by E. Burke Rochford, Jr.

New York: New York University Press, 2007

Religion and Dalit Liberation: An Examination of Perspectives

by John C B Webster

New Delhi: Manohar Publishers & Distributors, 2002

India

Indian Ethics: Classical Traditions and Contemporary Challenges

by Purushottama Bilimoria, Joseph Prabhu, and Renuka Sharma

Ashgate, 2007 [ISBN 0-7546-3301-2]

Religions in Conflict: Ideology, Cultural Contact, and Conversion in Late-colonial India 

by A. R. H. Copley

Delhi; New York: Oxford University Press, 1999 [c1997]

Change and Continuity in Indian Religion

by Jan Gonda

New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1985

The Religious Culture of India: Power, Love and Wisdom

by Friedhelm Hardy

Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Is the Goddess a Feminist? The Politics of South Asian Goddesses 

by Alf Hiltebeitel; Kathleen M Erndl

New Delhi; Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2002

Religions of India in Practice 

by Donald S. Lopez

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995

Studies in the Religious Life of Ancient and Medieval India

by Dineschandra Sircar

Delhi, Motilal Banarsidass,1971

Tantra in Practice

by David Gordon White

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000

Jainism

Open Boundaries: Jain Communities and Culture in Indian History

by John E Cort

Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1998

An Encyclopaedia of Jainism [SRI Garib Dass Oriental Series, #40]

by Puran Chand Nahar, Krishnachandra Ghosh

Orient Book Distributors,1988

Sikhism

The Sikhs of the Punjab 

by J. S. Grewal

Cambridge [England]; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998

The Making of Sikh Scripture

by Gurinder Singh Mann

Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2001

Buddhism

Magic and Ritual in Tibet: The Cult of Tara 

by Stephan Beyer

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass; Borehamwood: Motilal, 2002

Lucid Exposition of the Middle Way: The Essential Chapters from the Prasannapada of Candrakirti 

by Candrakirti.; Mervyn Sprung; T. R. V. Murti; U. S. Vyas

Boulder, CO: Prajña Press, 1979

Buddhism: A Short History

by Edward Conze

Oxford: Oneworld, 2000

Buddhist Meditation 

by Edward Conze

Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2003

Japanese Buddhism 

by Sir Charles Eliot

London; New York: Kegan Paul; New York: Distributed by Columbia University Press, 2005

The Tibetan Book of the Great Liberation, or, The Method of Realizing Nirvāṇa through Knowing the Mind

by W. Y. Evans-Wentz;  C. G. Jung

Oxford [England]; New York: Oxford University Press, 2000

Lay Buddhism in Contemporary Japan: Reiyūkai Kyōdan 

by Helen Hardacre

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1984

A History of Indian Buddhism: From Śākyamuni to early Mahāyāna 

by Akira Hirakawa; Paul Groner

Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1990

History of Indian Buddhism: From the Origins to the Saka Era

by Etienne Lamotte

Louvain-la-Neuve: Université Catholique de Louvain, Institut Orientaliste, 1988

Buddhism in Practice 

by Donald S. Lopez

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995

Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of the Heart Sūtra 

by Donald S. Lopez

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996

Seeing through Zen: Encounter, Transformation, and Genealogy in Chinese Chan Buddhism

by John R. McRae

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2003

The Dalai Lamas on Tantra

by Glenn H. Mullin

Ithaca, NY: Snow Lion Publications, 2006
The Life of Buddha: As it Appears in the Pali Canon, the Oldest Authentic Record

By Bhikku Nanamoli

Kandy: Buddhist Publication Society, 1978

Studies in the Origins of Buddhism 

by Govind Chandra Pande

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publishers, 1995. Edition: 4th rev. ed.

Approaching the Land of Bliss: Religious Praxis in the Cult of Amitābha

by Richard Karl Payne; Kenneth K Tanaka

Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2004
Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism

by Mario Poceski

New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007

Buddhist Monastic Discipline: The Sanskrit Prātimoksa Sūtras of the Mahāsāmghikas and Mūlasarvāstivādins 

by Charles S Prebish

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publishers, 1996

Secrets of the Lotus: Studies in Buddhist Meditation

by Donald K Swearer

Delhi, India: Sri Satguru Publications, 1997

Civilized Shamans: Buddhism in Tibetan Societies 

by Geoffrey Samuel

Washington DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993

World Conqueror and World Renouncer: A Study of Buddhism and Polity in Thailand against a Historical Background

by Stanley Jeyaraja Tambiah

Cambridge [England]; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1976.

A History of Early Chinese Buddhism: From its Introduction to the Death of Hui-yüan

by Zenryū Tsukamoto

Tokyo; New York: Kodansha International: Distributed in the U.S. by Kodansha International/USA Ltd. through Harper & Row, 1985

The Religions of Tibet 

by Giuseppe Tucci

London; New York: Kegan Paul International; England : Distributed by John Wiley & Son, Southern Cross Trading Estate; New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2000.

Indian Buddhism 

by Anthony Kennedy Warder

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Private Ltd., 2000. Edition: 3rd rev. ed.

Mahāyāna Buddhism: The Doctrinal Foundations 

by Paul Williams

London; New York: Routledge, 1989

East Asian

Chinese Religions

by Julia Ching

Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1993

Daoism and Chinese Culture 

by Livia Kohn

Cambridge, MA: Three Pines Press, 2004. Edition: 2nd ed.

Religions of China in Practice

by Donald S. Lopez

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996

Qigong Fever: Body, Science, and Utopia in China

by David A. Palmer

New York: Columbia University Press, 2007

Chinese Religion: An Anthology of Sources

by Deborah Sommer

New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

Religions of Japan in Practice

by George Joji Tanabe

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999

The Essence of Shinto: Japan's Spiritual Heart

by Motohisa Yamakage; Paul de Leeuw and Aidan Rankin; tr. by Mineko S. Gillespie, Gerald L. Gillespie, and Yoshitsugu Komuro

Tokyo; New York: Kodansha International, 2007 [c2006]

APPENDIX C

Selection Resources in Asian Religions

[This list identifies publishers in Asian religions not already on YBP’s extensive list of publishers.]

Publishers

American Academy of Religions: AAR Books

http://www.aarweb.org/Publications/Books/default.asp
Buddhist Publication Society: Book Publications

http://www.bps.lk/bookpublications.html
Dharma Publishing: Tibetan Translation Series

http://www.dharmapublishing.com/index.php?co=products&cat=9
Khemraj Shrikrishnadass

http://www.khe-shri.com/khemraj.htm
Motilal Banarsidass

http://www.mlbd.com/
Numata Center for Buddhist Translation and Research  [publishes volumes from the Taisho Shinshu Daizokyo, Sino-Japanese Buddhist canon]

http://www.numatacenter.com/default.aspx?MPID=8
Padma Publishing [Book Catalog]

http://www.padmapublishing.com/bkcatalog.htm
Other Resources: Vendors, Publisher Lists, Subject Bibliographies, Reviews

H-Net Reviews

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/
[An online source for scholarly book reviews in the area of Buddhism]

Oriental Book Distributors

http://www.orientalbooks.com.au/index.html
RISA-L Bibliographies [RISA = Religion in South Asia]

http://www.montclair.edu/RISA/r-biblio.html
[Bibliographic subject lists on diverse topics related to South Asian religions]

Penn Libraries OP Book Dealers for South Asia

http://www.library.upenn.edu/collections/sasia/OP_Books_South_Asia.html
South Asia Books

http://www.southasiabooks.com/
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APPENDIX D

An Overview of Collection Analysis Approaches and Methods

“Collection assessment is ‘an organized process for systematically analyzing and describing a library’s collection’” (Arizona State Library, n.d.). Other terms for collection assessment include collection analysis, collection evaluation, and collection mapping. (Collection mapping seems to be a specific method used primarily in school media centers. See Harbour, 2002, p. 6.) The purpose of a collection analysis is to identify the strengths and weaknesses of a collection. This information has obvious relevance to collection development. A solid understanding of a collection’s strengths and weaknesses aids selection decisions and acquisition planning. A collection analysis may reveal problems with a current collection development policy, and thereby guide policy revisions and improvements. A collection analysis may also benefit the library and its collection development efforts by:

· demonstrating “responsible stewardship” (OCLC launches, 2005, p. 1) of taxpayer funds (an increasingly important issue in the “age of accountability”);

· influencing budget priorities by “demonstrate[ing] financial needs” (OCLC launches, 2005, p. 1);

· suggesting adjustments to vendor profile(s);

· supporting institutional accreditation or planning for future accreditation;

· guiding weeding decisions.

The value of collection assessment is somewhat contested. Collection assessments are costly and time consuming. Collection analysis skeptics ask: why invest time, effort, and money to discover weaknesses in a collection when budget constraints make correcting those weaknesses a practical impossibility? This is a valid question. However, budget constraints notwithstanding, the information gained from a collection analysis may guide even a minimal level of acquisition activity and more effectively address weak areas of the collection.

Collection assessments proceed through four steps: (1) planning the analysis (selecting methods of gathering data based on the mission/goals of the library and financial/staff constraints), (2) collecting the data (quantitative and/or qualitative), (3) analyzing the data, and (4) creating a collection assessment report that sums up the data and evaluates the collection. Though collection assessments share these basic steps, they may vary considerably in scope, approach, and method. In small libraries, a collection assessment may encompass an entire collection. In larger libraries (especially academic libraries), collection assessments will tend to focus on a certain subject or field. Differences in method are another area of variation. One library may rely solely on title counts organized by subject division gathered from its own automated system. Another may take similar quantitative data and compare it with data from peer institutions. A third may focus on user-centered data: evaluating the collection based on circulation statistics and user surveys.

Most collection assessments seem to be collection-centered as opposed to user-centered. A collection-centered approach relies on data associated with objective attributes of the collection, usually in comparison to some external norm or standard. A collection inventory is generally the foundation of collection-centered analysis. Quantitative statistics that may be included in an inventory include:

· total number of titles in all formats

· number of titles by LC, Dewey, or other subject classification

· subject collections as percentages of the total collection

· median and mode age of the collection 

· median and mode age of materials within specific subject areas

· age percentages of total collection

· age percentages of materials within subject divisions

· percentages of total collection by format

· percentages of materials within subject divisions by format

· number of titles per capita (or per student)

Much of this data can be gathered from a library’s own automated computer system or provided by collection analysis services such as Follett Library Recources’ TitleWise and OCLC’s Collection Analysis Service. Collection-centered analysis also includes physical assessment of the collection: pulling books off the shelves (usually through some type of sampling method) and assessing the “physical condition of binding and pages, copyright date, language, number of copies, density of titles in the classification area,” etc. (Agee, 2005, p. 93; see also Arizona State Library, n.d., Direct examination of the collection).

Collection evaluation may be based on inventory data alone. A high percentage of older materials may suggest a weakness in the collection or (conversely) be an indicator of “retrospective strength” (Arizona State Library, n.d., Examination of shelflist data). A high percentage of current materials would generally be considered a sign of collection strength and a possible indicator of collection relevance (Hart, 2003, p. 36). The significance of age data depends on the subject area. A high percentage of older materials in engineering or computer science is an obvious collection weakness. On the other hand, the same percentage in fiction or history may have little or no correlation to collection quality. The distribution of titles across subject divisions may also have intrinsic significance in a collection evaluation. It may reveal gaps in a collection or be a sign that a collection goal (for example, an even distribution of materials within a subject area) is not being met.

Rather than evaluate a collection based on inventory data in isolation, quantitative collection data is often juxtaposed to an external standard or norm, for example, inventory statistics of peer institutions, titles included in standard bibliographic or subject lists, or norms defined by professional organizations (i.e., total collection standards established by the Association of College and Research Libraries or the collection norms associated with WLC Prospectus collection levels). (More about the Prospectus Method below.) A collection evaluation may be significantly enhanced through this juxtaposition of collection data to an external standard. For example, the number of titles in a sociology collection gains evaluative significance if the librarian discovers that peer institutions with comparable academic programs have significantly more titles in their sociology collections. OCLC’s WorldCat Collection Analysis service seems to be the primary method for gaining this kind of comparative data.

List-checking seems to be one of the most important collection-centered methods. Catalog records are compared to lists in standard subject bibliographies and review sources—e.g., Resources for College Libraries (Elmore, 2006) and Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles—in order to determine the percentage of listed items included in the collection. The higher the percentage, the stronger the collection. As Emanuel (2002, p. 85) puts it, list-checking compares “what the collection should have [i.e., the titles in bibliographic lists] against what it does have [i.e., the titles in the catalog].” List-checking is generally a highly labor intensive process. However, an automated list-checking service is now offered (for a price, of course) through RCLweb (the online version of Resources for College Libraries). For information regarding this automated service, see “Analysis Tool” in American Library Association, 2007, RCL Resources for College Libraries. See also Houston Cole Library, 2007, pp. 3, 7 for examples of how list-checking data might be tabulated and presented.

The Conspectus Method is a highly systematic and formalized collection-centered assessment approach. It is based on a list of codes assigned to different collection levels and applied to a collection’s subject divisions:

0
Out Of Scope

1
Minimal Information Level

1a
Minimal Information Level, Uneven Coverage

1b
Minimal Information Level, Focused Coverage

2
Basic Information Level

2a
Basic Information Level, Introductory

2b
Basic Information Level, Advanced

3
Study or Instructional Support Level

3a
Basic Study or Instructional Support Level

3b
Intermediate Study or Instructional Support Level

3c
Advanced Study or Instructional Support Level

4
Research Level

5
Comprehensive Level

(For a description of these collection levels, see Columbia University Libraries, n.d., Collection depth indicator definitions.) The Conspectus defines normative values for each of these different collection levels. For example, a subject collection must have more than 12,000 titles with 50-70% of its “holdings in major, standard subject bibliographies” to qualify as a 3c (Francis Willson Thompson Library, 1999, Technical report). Through an inventory and list-checking, a code is assigned to designate the collection’s current level (CL). The collection is also assigned a goal level (GL) code based on the research needs of students and faculty. For example, a college that only offers undergraduate degrees in psychology will most likely set its goal level for its psychology collection at 3b. The goal level for a subject collection intended to support doctoral research would be a 4. The Prospectus Method evaluates a collection based on a comparison of these different codes. In essence, does CL fall short of GL?

The analysis is enriched by determining a library’s acquisition commitment (AC) for a subject collection. Based on budget data and/or a comparison of acquisitions to total publishing output, the collection is assigned an AC code (Frances Willson Thompson Library, 1999, Funding; McAbee & Hubbard, 2003, p. 71). CL and AC considered together further illuminate the collection’s status in relation to its GL. (For examples, see Frances Willson Thompson Library, 1999, Summary of ratings and University of Manitoba, 2005, Sample.) As McAbee and Hubbard (2003, p. 69) explain, the Conspectus Method “compares a library’s collection in a particular subject area [CL] with its present ability to purchase in that field [AC] and its collection goal for that subject area [GL] based on current programs of teaching and research.”

To sum up, collection assessments are labor-intensive, expensive projects, but the benefits seem to outweigh the expense and effort. Collection assessments illuminate the strengths and weaknesses of a collection, providing a foundation for wise acquisitions and collection planning. Moreover, a highly polished, clear report with ample quantitative data and easy to read graphs is a powerful document for communicating information about the collection, meeting the need for accountability, and/or influencing budget decisions.
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� OAT 2004 overlaps with the titles included in RCL 2007, but the overlap is partial since some of the titles from OAT 2004 are in RCL 2007 and some are not. Titles in OAT 2004 that were not duplicated in RCL 2007 were included in the list of total recommended titles in Asian religions.


� Titles having to do with Asian religions in both the Philosophy and Religion categories were included.


� A Choice outstanding title.


� Enthusiastically reviewed by SJSU’s own Chris Jochim.


� A Choice editor's pick.


� An “optional” selection according to the Choice reviewer, but (based on the description of the book) I think it would be a valuable addition to the SJSU collection.
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