
Board President Honored as “Community Hero”

Board President Bob Montague
assists with daily operations, such

as stocking the food pantry.

Loaves and Fishes’ Board
President Bob Montague was
one of 35 “community heroes”
honored by the United Way of
Santa Cruz County at a cere-
mony in November. He was
recognized for his efforts

toward the United Way’s Community Assessment Project
goal that by the year 2010, all people in Santa Cruz
County will have a way to meet their basic needs.  

He was nominated for this award by Executive Director
Brooke Johnson, in recognition of his exemplary service
to Loaves and Fishes as a volunteer and Board member
over the past seven years.  

Since 2000, Bob has performed the important task of
acquiring food for Loaves and Fishes from Second
Harvest Food Bank.  With the assistance of his wife
Beverly, he goes to Second Harvest every week to select,
load, and haul thousands of pounds of food to Loaves
and Fishes, for use in our pantry and hot lunch programs.

In 2005, Bob joined Loaves and Fishes’ Board of
Directors.  He brings a variety of professional skills to
his Board service, from his careers as a farmer, banker,
and appraiser, as well as tremendous energy and dedica-
tion.  He also assists greatly in day-to-day operations,
volunteering five days a week.  Bob performs many
important activities ranging from bookkeeping to stock-
ing the pantry shelves.  

“Bob is a truly engaged board president, and his level
of service and dedication are inspiring,” says Johnson.
“He has a long record of community service, and is
greatly deserving of this honor.”    

We are proud to have Bob represent our organization as
a community hero.  Congratulations Bob!

Jesse, local resident and Executive Chef for the
Pacheco Club in Monterey, has many years of experience
in the culinary field.  He brings to the organization a
desire to share his cooking skills and nutrition knowl-
edge with our clients.  

Patsy is a lifelong area resident and has years of experi-
ence in social services, serving Santa Cruz County resi-
dents as the Emergency Services Officer for the local
chapter of the American Red Cross.  She is very knowl-
edgeable of the needs of the hungry and homeless popu-
lation of the county from her service on the local Board
for FEMA’s Emergency Food and Shelter Program.

We look forward to working with both Jesse and Patsy
to further the mission of Loaves and Fishes to assist indi-
viduals in the Pajaro Valley with nutritious food, educa-
tion, and referrals in cooperation with other agencies.
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Letter from the Director

The new Elizabeth Neel memorial dining shelter 
provides better protection from the elements for 
our lunch clients.

In 2007, we experienced a 15% increase in 
participation in food assistance programs.  With your
generous support throughout the year, we were able to
keep pace with the need, and distribute over 200,000
pounds of groceries in more than 4,500 client visits to
our food pantry and serve over 17,000 meals through
our hot lunch program.  Dozens of volunteers of all
ages – including service-learning students, welfare-to-
work job trainees, and local retirees - assisted us in
serving our clients with compassion and respect.

We were over 80% community-funded in 2007, 
receiving generous donations from local organizations,
businesses, and individuals.  With additional participa-
tion on our fundraiser planning committee, we were
able to increase our Empty Bowls event revenue by
40%.  We thank all the sponsors, donors, and attendees
for making the 4th annual event such a big success.  

In the Fall, we also mounted, and completed, a 
campaign to retire the remaining $95,000 owed on our
mortgage, with the generous support of several major
donors.  The retirement of our mortgage is an important
step in achieving financial sustainability for our 
organization; we now will be able to redirect more of
our resources to our programs.  We closed the year in a
state of good financial health.

With the generous support of Board Member Raeid
Farhat and his brother Saidi Farhat, both of Raeid
Farhat Real Estate, and other generous donors and 
volunteers, we erected the Elizabeth Neel memorial 
dining shelter, named in remembrance of a former cook
for Loaves and Fishes. Our lunch program clients
appreciate the better protection from the elements that
the new structure provides (see photo).  We thank all of
those who helped to make this project a reality.  

We gratefully extend our thanks to all of our donors,
volunteers, and supporters for making these achieve-
ments possible.  We are now in our 19th year of service
to the Pajaro Valley community.  We hope that you will
join us again this year in our work feeding, supporting,
and serving our community, as we continue to increase
our level of service to meet the growing need.  Thank
you for your support.

Brooke Johnson 

Loaves and Fishes welcomes 
Jesse Plasencia and Patsy Hernandez

to our Board of Directors.  



Holiday Acknowledgments

Left – Driscoll Berry Associates’ generous donations of
sleeping bags and other items for our lunch program clients
surround Executive Director Brooke Johnson (left) and
Driscoll’s Philanthropy Coordinator Laura Webster.

Right -  Cook Maria Gonzalez (second woman from left) and
community volunteers prepare tamales for our Christmas meal.

We thank all of the community organizations, business-
es, and individuals who so generously contributed to our
holiday efforts in 2007.  These contributions of funds,
food, and toys enabled us to distribute 100 Thanksgiving
food baskets and serve a traditional Thanksgiving meal
to over 100 clients and to distribute Christmas food and
toy baskets to 175 local families and serve over 200 holi-
day meals on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, through
our food pantry and hot lunch programs.  

We extend special thanks to Driscoll Strawberry
Associates, Holy Eucharist Catholic Community,
Watsonville Community Hospital ER, Watsonville Police
Department, Queens Shoes, Rodney Brooks Insurance,
and Dance Odyssey Studio for spearheading Christmas
drives to benefit our organization.  We appreciate the
generosity of all those who donated to Toys for Tots of
Santa Cruz County as well.

We also thank the dozens of volunteers who helped us to
pack and distribute the holiday baskets, prepare and serve
the meals, and make it a happier holiday for those we
serve.  We truly appreciate the support that we receive
from the local community, both during the holidays and
throughout the year.

This winter, our longtime pantry manager Eiko
Nishihara retired, after almost five years with Loaves and
Fishes. Eiko came to Loaves and Fishes through the
National Council on Aging’s senior job training program
in March of 2003, after farming with her husband for
many years in the Pajaro Valley.  Her compassionate serv-
ice to our clients and trilingual abilities (English, Spanish,
and Japanese) made her a great fit with the organization,
and she was hired as our Pantry Manager in January
2004.  Our clients, volunteers, and staff truly appreciate
her, and we wish her the best.  Thank you, Eiko! 

Help us feed, support, and serve our community!
Join us in the fight against hunger in our community.  

Every $1 donated provides 1.3 meals for the hungry people in
the Pajaro Valley.  Please consider making a monthly donation
- $15 a month provides 234 meals to our neighbors in need
throughout the year.  We have enclosed a donation envelope 
for your convenience.  

Donations received in March and April will help qualify
Loaves and Fishes to receive a portion of the funds being 
distributed through the 11th Annual Feinstein $1 Million
Challenge to Fight Hunger.  The more funds we raise, the 
more we will receive from Feinstein Challenge, one of the
most successful grassroots campaigns to fight hunger. 

We thank you for you support!

[   ] YES!   I want to join Loaves and Fishes in the fight against hunger in Pajaro Valley, with a donation of:

[   ] $15 [   ] $25 [   ] $50 [   ] $100 [   ] $250 Other $ _____
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Community volunteers serve a hearty 
holiday meal


